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35th Glasgow (Crookfur) Scout Group
Minute of 34th Annual General Meeting
Thursday 10th December 2015
Crookfur Primary School, Newton Mearns
Welcome
Jennifer Nesbitt welcomed everyone to the 34 th AGM of the Group.
Minutes of 33rd AGM 2014
The minutes of the previous AGM were circulated at the meeting. The minutes were
proposed by Amy Miller, seconded by Heather Nilsen-Nygaard and approved as an
accurate record of the 33rd AGM.
Annual Reports
Gillian Caldwell introduced the annual reports and urged all those present to take time
to read the reports. The reports highlight the wide variety of activities undertaken by
the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Pegasus Explorers.
Gillian summarised by offering thanks on behalf of all group members and parents to
the leaders and Committee members, who are all volunteers and dedicate their own
time to planning activities, training and working with the young people.
Gillian appealed to all those present to consider helping with one of the Sections, as an
‘adult helper’. The commitment would not amount to any more than a few hours and
the support would be greatly appreciated.
Approval of the annual reports was proposed by Gary Bainbridge, seconded by Rachel
Fishlock and formally agreed and minuted.
Annual Accounts
Amy Miller spoke about the Financial Statement, which had been independently
examined. Although there hadn’t been a great deal of fundraising, the finances were
nonetheless in a healthy position.
The accounts were proposed by Jennifer Nesbitt, seconded by Karen Imrie and approved.
Nominations for the Group Executive for 2015/16
Gillian Caldwell nominated Jennifer Nesbitt to continue as Group Chairman. Jennifer
was happy to accept and this was approved by the meeting.
Jennifer Nesbitt proposed that Rachel Fishlock be elected as Secretary and Amy Miller as
Treasurer. No further proposals were forthcoming. Both proposals were seconded by
Heather Nilsen-Nygaard and approved by the meeting.

Gillian proposed that Deborah Reid and Nikki Ross be nominated as Committee
Members and this was approved by the meeting. No further proposals for elected
members were received.
Heather Nilsen-Nygaard and Gary Bainbridge agreed to be members of the Group
Executive Committee and hence trustees of the group.
Allan Gibson was thanked for his contribution as independent examiner for the
accounts, in 2014/15. He had agreed to continue in this role for 2015/16 and this was
approved by the meeting.
Any Other Competent Business
The meeting closed with a presentation to Heather Campbell who was giving up as Cub
Scout Leader. Heather had worked with the Cub Pack for around 12 years and was
thanked for her considerable contribution.
Draws were made for 50-Club winners.

Rachel Fishlock
Group Secretary

The dedication of the leaders has allowed the Beaver Scouts to gain many badges within the
Colony meetings, throughout the past year. Some of our Beavers have also gained skills badges,
which are completed outside Beaver meetings. These were tested by their instructors. So well done
to everyone!
In September we welcomed six new Beavers to the Colony. We lost three to the Cub
pack and wished them well on their new adventures. Our new Beavers started
working on their membership badge straight away and have fitted nicely into
their lodges. We decided to work towards gaining our Teamwork Challenge Badge
over the first couple of months. The first section of the badge focuses on working
together in a lodge, so the Beavers took part in team games and log chews.
In October we started working on our Skills
Challenge Badge. We took part in a keep fit
circuit training night, learned a new song, made
fruit kebabs and learned about keeping safe in
the kitchen. This lead nicely to us working on the
Cooks Activity Badge.
Our Hallowe’en party was the usual success,
with the Beavers dressing up as Super Heroes.
We had lots of party games like corners, catch the
baddies, Super Hero Smarties, dodgie ball and
snowballs.
In November we had fun and games relating to Guy Fawkes. We started working
towards our Creative Activity Badge by performing a mime with our lodge,
making Christmas trees, candy cane mice and Rudolph lolly pops. All of our hard
work and effort paid off as all the crafts were sold at our AGM on 10th December.
Everyone was delighted to see Santa when he popped in to visit our last night of
the year.
In the New Year we gained six new Beavers and lost five to Cubs. To help the new Beavers settle in
we based our programme around our Colony. We had our first Colony sleepover at Deep Sea World
at Loch Lomond in January. It was a very exciting time for all and most slept which was a bonus!
We completed our Skills Challenge Badge by designing robots and making models using K’nex. In
May we learned about an exciting job by visiting the Clarkston Fire Station. Thankfully there was
no call out, so everyone got the chance to spray the water hose!

We decided to give something back to the community, so we planted up tubs with beautiful
flowers for the Dementia Centre in Eastwood. We also made bird feeders for the
wildlife in our gardens. This all went towards our Outdoor Challenge Badge, but
we needed to learn some knots and put up a tent, so thankfully the weather was
kind and we did this in an outdoor session. Thanks go to our two Scout leaders
Ashley and Gary for coming down to support us on the night.
To round off the session we moved schools to St Cadoc’s and were outside as much as possible. We
thoroughly enjoyed challenging ourselves on this school’s activity course seeing many of us
completing the course.
I would like to thank my fellow leaders for their continued dedication – Morag (Kit) and Amy
(Keema) without them we wouldn’t be able to run such an action packed and varied programme
each week. We also had two young leaders, Callum and Craig, so a huge thank you to the two of
them. Finally, I would like to thank Gillian, our Group Scout Leader, who has been there
supporting us throughout the year in the background and visiting our Colony meetings as well.
THANKS Gill.

Heather Nilsen-Nygaard
Beaver Scout Leader

It has been an extremely busy year for the Cub Scout Section, despite major challenges due to lack
of Leaders.
The session began with the Cubs undertaking Our Skills Challenge, which included learning how
to be healthy, trying new physical activities, problem solving during our ‘Zombie’ night and
practising a number of household skills such as ironing, laying the table, making biscuits and
changing a lightbulb.

We took advantage of the light evenings at the start of the session, to go on a hike in Pollok Park.
Once again, the Hallowe’en Party was great fun, we learned about and achieve the Road Safety
badge, visited the Glasgow Climbing Centre and spent a few weeks creating Christmas crafts, to
sell at the Winterfest Evening. We also managed to squeeze in a trip to the pantomime ‘Jack and
the Beanstalk’.
At the start of 2016, we turned our attention to various Teamwork activities and Pack forums, as
part of the Teamwork Challenge, celebrated Burns Night and the Chinese New Year and tackled
the Astronomer badge. It was fascinating to look through a real telescope and we were delighted
when Major Tim Peake replied to our tweets, from the International Space Station. Together with
the Beavers, we had a Sleepover at Loch Lomond Sea Life Aquarium – a very different experience,

sleeping with the fishes!
During the spring, we tackled the Emergency Aid badge and found out about how the human body
works. We also learned about maps and how to use a compass, gaining Navigator badges. We gave
some thought to our environment and made pledges for Earth Hour. We had an evening at the
cinema to see the new version of ‘Jungle Book’, which was amazing.
Towards the summer, we spent time focusing on Disability Awareness and were delighted to
welcome three Guide Dogs to one of our meetings. The Cubs were so impressed by the work of the
Guide Dogs that they decided to raise some money to support this very worthy charity. As a result,
we held a sponsored walk around the local area, while practising our recently learned navigation
skills.

Our final evening involved lots of fun outdoors, in the sunshine, with a surprise visit from a
Balloon Sculptor.
During the year, we welcomed a number of new Cubs, from the Beaver Colony, and our oldest Cubs
moved on to new adventures with the Scout Troop.
At Christmas, we lost the services of Heather Campbell, our Cub Leader, after 12 years with the
Pack. I am indebted to Karen Imrie and Jennifer Nesbitt for their unstinting support every week,
in keeping the Pack going and ensuring that the Cubs continue to have the fullest possible
experience. Thanks too to our Young Leaders, Thomas, Hassan, Hamzah and Eashan, who have
been a great help, throughout the year.
We urgently need further adult support with to keep the Cub Pack going and I would be happy to
discuss further details at any time, should you know of someone who would be willing to help.

Gillian Caldwell
Group Scout Leader.

The 2015/16 session has just flown by for Scouts with Thursday nights at Crookfur Primary then St.
Cadoc’s and opportunities for the Scouts to get out and about.
We kicked off the new session in August with an Expedition Challenge which saw the Scouts
planning how to get from Crookfur to Edinburgh by public transport. Once we got to Edinburgh,
the Scouts navigated their way to a local Scout Hall which would be our home for the evening then
headed out and about in Edinburgh during Festival time learning about the culture and heritage
of the City and enjoyed a surprise trip to Murrayfield for the Scotland v Italy rugby match.

During October and November, we headed to Glasgow Climbing Centre where the Scouts learnt
about climbing, abseiling and belaying and the skills to enjoy climbing then to Muirend for
fireworks night.
Thursday evenings in the hall saw us focusing on a number of challenge and activity badges.
The Scouts worked towards their Emergency Aid staged badge with them learning about how to
treat a conscious and unconscious casualty, stop bleeding and help someone who was having an
asthma attack of allergic reaction. The Scouts all completed their level 2 of this staged badge.

At the core of Scouting activities is empowering our young people to work together in teams and
lead teams and during the darker evenings, we spent time challenging the Scouts to improve their
team work skills using a variety of games and activities. Our Patrol Leaders played a pivotal role
in supporting this as they developed their team leadership skills helping to lead their small
groups.

As part of the Skills Challenge, we were grateful to Blair Fallis for joining us and using his skills as
a football coach to develop the Scouts ‘technical skills’ in football and help them play better over
a number of weeks.
Whilst Scouting is led by adults, we encourage our young people to shape their activities and
experiences in Scouting and so during the year, we regularly gave all of our Scouts the opportunity
to tell us about what they enjoyed, didn’t enjoy or what new activities they’d like to try so that
they were empowered in leading the programme.
Food is an activity that is always popular with the Scouts and with that in mind, we challenged
them as patrols to prepare and cook a 3 course meal, serve it and wash up afterwards as activities
for their Chef badge. The results were great and everyone left having eaten very well that night.
During the session, we were pleased to welcome Jonathan, Joe, Hayden, Joshua, Craig & Harris
from Cubs meaning that we have gone from having two Patrols to three.
Thanks to all of the Scouts for their hard work and fun on a Thursday night and to everyone else
who has helped and supported us this year.

Gary Bainbridge

Ashley Fallis

Scout Leader

Asst Scout Leader

Explorer Scouting is a District Provision but we are lucky that Pegasus Explorer Scout Unit, a joint
Unit between the 145th (Giffnock) and ourselves, and we continue to be one of the strongest in
the District.
2015-2016 was another very busy year for the Unit with an increasingly diverse range of
activities taking place both in and outside the hall. The weekly programme included various
themed nights, a Ready, Steady, Cook Roulette Challenge, Young Drivers, Superheroes Night, first
aid training and building our own pizza ovens, outings to the dry ski slope at Bellahouston,
Queen Elizabeth University Hospital, Scuba Diving and Curling, kayaking, high ropes, night
navigation and another very successful Where’s Wally challenge, a visit to the Glasgow Central
Mosque and a Water Activity camp at Lochgoilhead.

Lochgoilhead Weekend

Investiture at Old Trafford

Young Drivers

Curling at Braehead

Indoor Sky Diving

Our first big adventure of 2016 was our Manchester Trip in February where we toured Old
Trafford, home of Manchester United as well as the BBC Studios at Salford Quay. A tour of the
Imperial War Museum North and then the highlight of the weekend some indoor sky diving at
AirKix.

We finished the session with a one day Mystery Trip which took in Diggerland in Durham,
Beamish Museum and Vindolanda Fort on Hadrian’s Wall.

Scuba Diving

Diggerland

DofE Bronze Qualifying Hike

Congratulations also to Hamzah Hanif, Hassan Ibrahim, Thomas McCarthy, Thomas Priest,
Eashan Rakhra and Craig Stewart on achieving their Chief Scout’s Platinum Award.
I would like to finish by thanking Gillian Caldwell, Colin Hastie, Robin McCall, Ruaridh Mackay
and Nicholas Stewart for their support and input to the Explorer Scout programme over the last
year.

Kenneth Robertson
EXPLORER SCOUT LEADER

Group Scout Leader’s Report
At the end of another Scouting year, I must pay tribute to all our adult volunteers, their partners
and families for all the time and effort they put into Scouting, on evenings and at weekends. I
know that everything they do is much appreciated by the parents of our young members and I
certainly couldn’t cope without them. Thanks too, to the Young Leaders, from Pegasus Explorer
Scout Unit, who assist with both the Beaver Colony and Cub Scout Pack. Their contributions are
greatly valued.
From the various Section reports, you will pick up a flavour of the wide range of activities that our
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers have enjoyed throughout another Scouting year. It’s clear that
it has been an action-packed session and I hope you will take some time to read about all that the
Group has achieved!
Heather Campbell, our Cub Scout Leader, moved on at the end of 2015 and my thanks go to her, for
all the work she put in to the Pack, for over 12 years. As a result, however, we are keen to recruit
some new Leaders, particularly for the Cub Pack. We could do so much more and involve even more
young people, if we had a greater number of adult volunteers, to help with each of the Sections.
Adults can volunteer within The Scout Association, from the age of 18, and we undertake to train
them in their role, whether that be within a weekly role or on a more flexible volunteering basis.
Please help spread the word for us and more information is available from any of our leaders.
My thanks also go to the members of our Group Executive Committee, who continue to support
our activities and undertake their responsibilities as charity trustees.
Please follow what we get up to, on our website www.35thglasgowScouts.org.uk , on Twitter
@35thGlasgow and on our Facebook page ‘35th Glasgow Scout Group’.
I hope you will follow all that we do during the year ahead and, in the meantime, many thanks
for your continuing support of the 35th Glasgow (Crookfur) Scout Group.

Gillian Caldwell
Group Scout Leader

